Stewardship  is  a  primary  requirement  of  Christ¬ 
ian  living  and  of  the  life  of  the  Church.  By  steward¬ 
ship  is  meant  a  deep  sense  of  obligation  to  God  and 
a  sharing  back  to  Him  of  what  He  gives.  “Bring 
ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse.”  Malachi  3:10. 

In  order  to  determine  effectively  the  steivardship 
opportunities  and  responsibilities  of  the  Church 
members,  Sunday  School  pupils,  and  occasional 
Church  attendants,  where  the  Lord’s  Acre  plan  is 
used,  there  should  be  in  every  Church — 


THE  DETERMINATION 
COMMITTEE 

I.  This  committee  may  be  composed  of 
an  inner  group  of  the  every  member  can¬ 
vass  committee.  It  should  meet  before  the 
beginning  of  the  canvass,  and  from  time  to 
time  thereafter.  Three  or  more  persons 
should  compose  the  committee.  A  box 
luncheon  supper  meeting  is  suggested  for 
one  or  more  meetings  to  insure  adequate 
time  for  discussion.  The  Pastor  should 
meet  with  the  committee. 

II.  The  committee  should  have  before  it 
a  complete  list  of  the  membership  of  the 
Church  and  Sunday  School — and  of  other 
attendants  of  the  Church — above  the  age  of 
five  years. 


III.  A  thorough  determination  should  be 
made  by  the  committee  of  the  agricultural 
and  marketing  possibilities  of  the  local  re¬ 
gion,  and  of  the  opportunity  of  individuals 
to  avail  themselves  of  these  possibilities 
through  working  out  Lord’s  Acre  projects. 

For  instance,  near  hatcheries  early  broil¬ 
ers  might  be  very  profitable  and  these  would 
bring  timely  payments  to  the  Church.  Near 
grain  mills  yellow  corn  might  bring  the  best 
cash  yield.  In  the  cotton  country  cotton 
might  be  preferred  to  any  other  crop.  Crops 
standardized  as  to  variety  and  time  of  yield 
could  be  more  easily  marketed  cooperatively 
than  mixed  varieties.  Car  lot  shipments  are 
quite  possible.  Let  this  study  be  well  in¬ 
formed,  through  consultation  with  the  Coun¬ 
ty  Agricultural  Agent,  with  the  teachers  of 
Vocational  Agriculture  and  with  the  local 
Farmers  Federation  warehouse  manager. 

IV.  This  determination,  or  study,  of  the 
Lord’s  Acre  possibilities  and  opportunities 
should  then  be  related  to  all  the  people  con¬ 
nected  with,  or  attendant  upon  the  Church 
and  Sunday  School  and  Young  Peoples  So¬ 
ciety;  through  the  every  member  canvass, 
through  the  Sunday  School  Classes  and 
through  the  Young  Peoples  Society. 

The  interest  and  support  of  each  Sunday 
School  teacher  should  be  gained  and  the  list¬ 
ing  should  be  largely  accomplished  through 
enthusiastic  week-by-week  work  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  School. 


The  Sunday  School  Class  Covenant  Cards 
have  proved  to  he  extremely  valuable  in  en¬ 
listing  participation  in  the  Lord’s  Acre 
work.  The  aim  should  be  to  have  the  entire 
enrollment,  100%,  of  each  class  enlisted. 
Therefore  keep  the  Class  Coveyiant  Card  ac¬ 
tively  working. 

The  spirit  of  determination  should  succeed 
thus  in  hi'inging  all  or  nearly  all  the  people 
into  a  definite  and  adequate  contributing  re¬ 
lationship  to  the  Church — either  through 
Lord’s  Acre  projects  or  cash  pledges,  or 
both.  The  goal  total  on  the  Covenant  Cards 
should  exceed  that  of  the  Church  budget 
total,  to  provide  for  shrinkage. 

V.  The  committee  should  then  follow  up 
each  project  with  determined,  persistent  ef¬ 
fort  ;  partly  through  the  Sunday  School 
teachers  and  Young  Peoples  Society  officers, 
and  partly  through  their  own  personal  in¬ 
spections  of  each  and  every  project. 

Inspections  should  be  made  without  fail 
at  least  twice  during  the  spring  and  summer. 

Methods  of  scientific  agriculture  should 
be  urged  and  employed. 

The  marketing  should  be  accomplished  to 
the  best  advantage,  and  as  early  as  possible. 
James  G.  K.  McClure,  Jr.,  President  of  the 
Farmers  Federation,  has  advised  the  man¬ 
agers  of  the  Federation  warehouses  to  give 
special  attention  to  the  Lord’s  Acre  produce. 
The  cash  yield  should  be  given  promptly  to 


the  treasurer.  Advance  payments  on  the 
Pastor’s  salary  should  be  made  when  pos¬ 
sible,  and  credited  in  the  specially  prepared 
treasurer’s  book.  Payments  to  the  Pastor 
in  kind  may  be  arranged. 

VI.  The  determination  committee,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Pastor,  should  strongly 
emphasize,  throughout,  the  spiritual  motives 
and  values  of  the  Lord’s  Acre  projects.  Urge 
that  the  Lord’s  Verses  be  repeated  on  the 
Lord’s  Acres.  The  Service  of  Dedication  in 
the  spring,  the  occasional  use  of  the  Lord’s 
Acre  Hymn  and  the  Service  of  Thanksgiving 
in  the  fall  are  vital  spiritual  aids  to  the  high¬ 
est  accomplishment  of  the  Lord’s  Acre  plan. 

Let  the  committee  act  in  the  spirit  of  its 
name — luith  determmation.  Then  its  %oork 
ivill  bring  successful  results 

Issued  by  the  Religious  Department  of  the  Farm¬ 
ers  Federation,  Rev.  Dumont  Clarke,  Director, 
Asheville,  North  Carolina;  and  approved  by  respon¬ 
sible  leaders  of  eight  denominations  engaged  in  the 
Lord’s  Acre  plan  in  Western  North  Carolina. 


